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Meeting of the Parochial Church Council 

     held in the Chapter House 

     on Monday 8th July 2018 

Those present 

Revd Lucy Davis      Rev Andrea Maffei 

Anthony Davis      Chris Macintosh 

Wendy Harris       Carol Thompson 

Ciaran Diver       Mary McKearnd 

Richard Fullbrook      Ian Cook 

Karen Rabjohn      Rachel Thompson 

Richard Harris       Sam Davis 

Tony Brown       Sarah Watt 

Linda Foale 

1, Prayer: As Lucy would arrive later in the meeting Andrea welcomed everyone and opened the 

meeting with a prayer. 

2, Apologies: Apologies received from David Watson and Heather Macintosh 

3, Minutes of the last meeting held on 13th May: The minutes were approved and signed by 

Andrea as a true record of the last meeting. 

4, Matters arising: Anthony reported that Barclays Bank had messed up with the change of 

signatories on our account and had donated £100 to charity as an apology, it was pointed this wasn’t 

the first time. Mary asked about progress of the notice board.  The faculty process is in hand, with 

notice being served as required. 

5, Matters arising from the Standing Committee: there were no matters arising 

6, Treasurers Report: The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. Anthony reported that 

the final results of the Planned Giving Campaign were in and he was pleased to announce that 

including Gift Aid there had been an increase of 42% to £19,5000 per year which was 120% up on 

target. Andrea thanked the Planned Giving Committee for all their hard work in achieving this. 

Anthony thanked the generosity of the congregation who will be told of the result. Anthony informed 

the meeting that he and Lucy were involved with the Diocese training on Planned Giving 

Campaigns. 

Anthony also reported that there was minimal change in expenditure with; on the whole, spending 

matching income and we had already met the commitment to the two charities of £750 each. 
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Karen asked about the remaining money in the Lych Gate fund, this is to be used for the work carried 

out on the trees by the Lych Gate as agreed at the last meeting. 

7, Safeguarding; Wendy talked through the documents circulated prior to the meeting which Lucy 

and Wendy will discuss before the Archdeacons upcoming visit. She pointed out the Check list was 

from the Diocese and any typos were due to them. Ciaran assumed the hirers agreement covered 

Safeguarding and Non Safeguarding, Wendy confirmed it did. One off parties are exempt from this 

but there are none booked at this time. The Bookings Secretary, Judith Carpenter has copies of both 

forms. Wendy confirmed that we have to check rather than presume that hirers have Public Liability 

and DBS forms. 

Referring to the ‘To Do’ list circulated before the meeting, Wendy explained this was to show that 

we are compliant in Safeguarding measures. 

The two people who need to update their Safeguarding training will do shortly but both work within 

groups where other members training are up todate.   

Basic DBS checks have been introduced recently for helpers in Church such as Sidesmen but they 

are not compulsory, the meeting felt that there was no need for the checks to be carried out but also 

agreed that on line safeguard training would be beneficial. 

It was agreed to put up a Who’s Who board of photographs of key Church members so congregation 

and visitors alike knew who they can speak to about specific matters, it was decided that those on the 

board would be the Clergy, the Churchwardens, Safeguarding Officer, Treasurer and PCC secretary; 

a time will be arranged for photos to be taken. 

There was a short discussion regarding Risk Assessment with Wendy pointing out it wasn’t her 

responsibility for groups to carry these out. Lucy proposed, and was agreed that a hard copy file be 

kept of Risk Assessments. Karen asked and Ciaran confirmed there was a stored drive for the on line 

version. 

8, Mission and Ministry 

A separate document is attached to these minutes. 

9, Church Wardens Report Chris highlighted points of the report which had been circulated prior 

to the meeting 

1, St Andrews would be discussed as a separate item 

3.2 Tree survey pruning – John Russell would like to attend next PCC meeting to report findings 

after meeting with tree surgeon 

3.3 New Shed – The Fabric Committee asked that the PCC authorise funds not to exceed £3,000 to 

be allocated for a new shed and its foundations. This was proposed by Ciaran, seconded by Mary and 

unanimously agreed. The Fabric Committee will obtain quotes for a wooden and a plastic shed, a 

plastic one would not be an environment issue as the plastic would not be of the single use type. 

Ciaran recommended that a Faculty be applied for. 

3.4 South Boundary Wall – Laurane Bubbin had already assessed the wall and two members of the 

DAC will visit for further advice. Chris Macintosh stated that he would also like to speak to someone 

at The Manor as the wall leans that way. It had been established that there were no foundations to the 

wall and Tony confirmed  this stating it  had been built in Medieval Times and therefor had many 

layers of stones. 
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3.5 Bucket Sink –Fabric Committee to get two quotes, one Richard Harris had already received one 

to take back to Fabric Committee. Richard Harris felt there should be an agreed budget as we had 

done with the shed, Lucy agreed to £1000 which was proposed by Chris Macintosh, seconded by 

Andrea and agree by all 

4 Health and Safety – The incident when the child had been scalded had been recorded in the 

accident book and Lucy, Wendy and The Church Wardens would speak to the Little Fishes Group. 

Tony was under the impression that the first aid box was locked but he was reassured that this wasn’t 

the case 

Other Points – Ciaran felt that the Church path should be swept on a Sunday before services. 

Lucy will be clarifying the position of the Fabric Committee, what comes to PCC meetings and what 

can be dealt with by them 

10, St Andrews Consideration has to be given to us being a charity so we must maximise sale price 

of land to PCC, and plans are being drawn up with this in mind. Bill is on holiday but will be going 

to Central Beds Council in September. 

Ciaran asked for confirmation of the insurance, need to speak to David Watson about that. 

People were starting to ask about what is happening with the site and this would be made more 

public once the outlining planning permission has gone through and the results of that. 

11, Charitable Giving It was felt that the process of choosing Charities should be carried out by 

someone other than Lucy. No one has offered to take on this Ministry and shall be reviewed in the 

middle of August. 

12, AOB A £30 payment was agreed for Sam Davis to attend “Seeking The Way” course. 

Chris reported ants in the kitchen and an ant trap had been put down in the sugar cupboard, it was 

noted the sugar container lid was broken and Wendy said she would get a replacement box 

The meeting paused for reflection and the meeting ended with Prayers from Lucy at 9.15pm   

 

 


