
 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 2020 
 

 

For over eight hundred years Christian worship and ministry  

have been offered in the Parish Church of Flitwick.  

Remembering that the church is more than a building, 

we welcome you today as we livestream worship 

for this Maundy Thursday. 

 

 

 
 

 
During this Holy Week, we slow our pace to match that of Jesus’ steps around 

Jerusalem as day by day he spoke of his death and rising, in word and deed. On 

Maundy Thursday we slow our pace yet further. Tonight, together with the first 

disciples, we gather to hear again the words Jesus spoke at the institution of 

Holy Communion, the mystery of the Eucharist, in which we enter Jesus’ death 

and risen life. Although unable to receive communion physically, we do so 

spiritually in our hearts as bread is broken.  Tonight, we hear Christ’s command 

to serve one another, and as Jesus washed his disciples’ feet as an example, we 

may find ways to serve and care for one another through phone calls, prayer and 

support. Tonight we enter the darkness and desolation of Gethsemane with 

Jesus, knowing he experienced the fear, sadness and grief many experience 

today. Let us worship together knowing in the end love conquers all. 
 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, 

material from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 

Common Worship: Times and Seasons 

material from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 



 

 

The Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with you. 

All   And also with you. 

 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

All  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  

  all desires known,  

  and from whom no secrets are hidden:  

      cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

      by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

     that we may perfectly love you,  

      and worthily magnify your holy name;  

      through Christ our Lord.  

  Amen.  

 

Confession 
 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ says:  

  ‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’  

  ‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’  

  Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love,  

  and ask him to cleanse us. 
 

  Have mercy on us, O God, in your great goodness;   

  according to the abundance of your compassion  

  blot out our offences.  

  Lord, have mercy.  

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

  Against you only have we sinned  

  and done what is evil in your sight.  

  Christ, have mercy.  

All   Christ, have mercy. 
 

 
 



 

 

  Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean;  

  wash us and we shall be whiter than snow.  

  Lord, have mercy.  

All    Lord,have mercy. 

 

Absolution 
 

  May the Father forgive us  

  by the death of his Son  

  and strengthen us to live in the power 

  of the Spirit all our days.  

All  Amen. 

 

Gloria 
 

All  Glory to God in the highest,  

  and peace to his people on earth. 

  Lord God, heavenly King,  

  almighty God and Father, we worship you, 

  we give you thanks,we praise you for your glory. 

  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

  Lord God, Lamb of God,  

  you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us;  

  you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

  receive our prayer. 

  For you alone are the Holy One,  

  you alone are the Lord,    

  you alone are the Most High, 

  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

  in the glory of God the Father. 

  Amen. 

 
Collect  

 
 
 
 



 

 

Readings         
 

Two readings from the Bible precede the Gospel. 
 

At the end of each the reader says 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God.     

 

Gospel Reading  
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says      

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to...  

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

Intercessions 
 

This response may be used 
 

  Lord, in your mercy 

All  Hear our prayer. 
 

 

At the end  

           Merciful Father,  

All  accept these prayers  

  for the sake of your Son,  

     our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

 Amen. 

 

The Peace 
 

  Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  

  Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

  neither let them be afraid. 

   



 

 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All  and also with you. 
 

  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
   

  Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe,  

  you bring forth bread from the earth.  

All   Blessed be God for ever. 
 

  Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe,  

  you create the fruit of the vine.  

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 The Lord is here. 

All  His Spirit is with us. 
       

     Lift up your hearts.  

All  We lift them to the Lord.  
      

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All   It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

 It is indeed right to give you thanks,  

 Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 For on this night he girded himself with a towel and, 

 taking the form of a servant,  

 washed the feet of his disciples.  

 He gave us a new commandment  

 that we should love one another as he has loved us.   

  Knowing that his hour had come,  

 in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples  

 to be a memorial of his passion,  

 that we might proclaim his death until he comes again,  

 and feast with him in his kingdom.  

  

 

 



 

 

 Therefore earth unites with heaven  

 to sing a new song of praise;  

 we too join with angels and archangels  

 as they proclaim your glory without end:  
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

 God of power and might,  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

 Hosanna in the highest.  
 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 Lord, you are holy indeed, 

         the source of all holiness; 

         grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

         and according to your holy will, 

         these gifts of bread and wine 

         may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

                  who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  

     took bread and gave you thanks; 

         he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

         Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

     do this in remembrance of me.  

           In the same way, after supper  

         he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

         he gave it to them saying:  

     Drink this, all of you;  

 this is my blood of the new covenant,  

     which is shed for you and for many  

 for the forgiveness of sins.  

     Do this, as often as you drink it,  

 in remembrance of me.  
       

     Great is the mystery of faith:  
 

All  Christ has died:  

 Christ is risen:  

 Christ will come again.   
 



 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

    by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 

All  Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

  

  As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

All  Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. 

   Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins  

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Lead us not into temptation  

  but deliver us from evil. 

   For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 



 

 

Breaking of Bread 
 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

All   We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

All  Jesus, Lamb of God,  

  have mercy on us.  
       

  Jesus, bearer of our sins,  

  have mercy on us.  
       

  Jesus, redeemer of the world,  

  grant us peace. 
 

  Jesus is the Lamb of God  

who takes away the sin of the world.  

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.  

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Conclusion 
 

Reading: Mark 14: 43 -50 
 

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; 

and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief 

priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, 

saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under 

guard.’ So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, ‘Rabbi!’ and 

kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one of those 

who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, 

cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Have you come out with 

swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I 

was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the 

scriptures be fulfilled.’  
 

They all deserted him and fled. 

 

As the live stream ends, you might like to remain in silence for some time as 

we keep watch and pray 
 

 


